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Firstly apologies for the long
issue. I would remind readersy

dolay between No. 44 and this ‘ 1

that 12 issues are published
always coincide with the cale

Secondly, if you'subscriptionf
will appear on the line below:

B T g et o i ;
Bk NEE"I P J& A
"QUICKSILVER HERITAGE": This book op leys, splrltual phy31cs

and ancient skills and wisdom, by Paul Screeton, is; to be
published by the Aquarian Publishing Co. (London) Ltd.

e e e e T T ]

The article, "For Whom Was The Web Woven", printed on the
fac1ng page first appeared -- in sllghtly dlfferent form -—
in 135ue No. 10 of "Quest".

+++++

"SOﬂHlS". Now’hvallable, price 93p +22p for postage &
. packing. To: Thevaditorﬂ, "80TH18", c/o
546 andon*Road’ St Albans, Herts, AL1 1AE.

.L.L.L.LJ..LJ.J.J..I..L

READER'S LE I TER. : tit

from Mﬂ’ia udltor "Wamnlnstar NeWs" Nt s |

"I feel obliged to Treply to CrySﬁal Hogben‘s letter (No. 45)
I must say I could not quite follow the gist of Mrs Hogben's
comments, perhaps she could enlighten us further on her
husband's opinion?

The Warminster UFO News is not a mere periodical catering
exclusively for the 'newcomes to the UFO scene'. We stated
from the commencement of publication in 1971 that we were not
content to be just another 'UFO' publication.

The Newa/letter exists as an information service for
persons interested in the happenings occuring in the
environs of Warminster."
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THE LEY HUNTER

The Ley Hunter is an independent, non.profit making monthly magazine of
ancient skills and wisdom. It is edited and published by Paul Screeton, of
5 Egton Drive, Seaton Carew, Hartlepool, County Durham, TS25 2AT.

Subscription rates are: Six months 75p.
One year £1-50.
U.S.A. surface 50 cents per copy.

Payable by cheque or P.0. made out to P. Screeton,
not please The Ley Hunter.

R ARAR
FOR WHOM WAS THE WEB WOVEN? - an introduction to ley hunting.
By PAUL SCREETOH

Derided, denigrated, despised, the theory of prehistoric trackways stretching
for up to hundreds of miles across Albion is enjoying a spectacular revival.
Alfred Watkins was given a great secret of the countryside in 1921 when in a
vision he learned that all prehistoric sites were aligned. On maps he traced
perfectly straight lines linking stone circles, standing stones, dolmens, logan
stones, mounds and camps. Often mountain peaks would be found at either end
of such lines, and old parish churches would also be found upon the lines,
having been built upon much more ancient holy sites.

Watkins found evidence of paving stones below the surface of some of the
alignments, which he had named leys (for the word ley appears frequently as a
suffix or a prefix on such lines). He presumed that all lines were tracks, many
being specifically traders' routes. However, he was puzzled by close parallel-
ism of trackways, geometrical arrangements which owed nothing to practicalities
of travel, and leys passing through bogs, up steep mountain sides and over
precipices.

No study can rival Watkins's magnum opus, "The 0ld Straight Track", which is
the definitive work on the exoteric side of ley hunting. Nevertheless his foll-
owers have not been content to look upon leys simply as trackways, though many
undoubtedly functioned as such. Watkins himself was aware of an esoteric mean-
ing to his discovery, but chose to draw archaeologists! attention. to the phys-
ical side of the alignmets, rather than metaphysical speculation, ilis findings
were controversial enough 50 years azo, and they are still regarded as heret-
ical nonsense by most professionals. Verification is a simple matter. Using a
six-inch Ordnance Survey map of any part of Britain, drgw circles around all
prehistoric sites and pre-Reformation churches, then using a ruler draw lines
where four or more sites align exactly. You will find a great many alignments,
beyond the bounds of mathematical probabilty, on any map, and also patterns and
focal points with three or more lines passing through one spot.

Those who have studied the subject and looked at it rationaily have deter-
mined that to seek utilitarian purposes for leys is to follow a false trail.
Realisation that leys have a spiritugl basis brings a total dismissal of ortho-
dox archaeology, and the true beginning of a quest which leads the seeker along
the serpent paths to the sites of the dragon pulse, while mentally his conscios-

ness is raised as the psychic vibrations transmitted from rocking stones to
fairy mounds to aok groves affect his perceptions of life -- ancient and modern.

The leys are in fact the veins of a life force which crystallised around the
globe as Barth colled. These are lines along which the sensitive follower of
ancient wisdom will find special stones, witness elementals, see apparitions
or be perplexed by the sight of an unidentified flying object. Manifestations
of power and form are plentiful but largely occur on the etheric level and are
consequently only noted generally by those capable of such attunemhdmt.
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As th? Aquarian Age takes shape the leys are becoming specially active;
as cosmlc rays fuse with the thoughts and actions of reawakening spitit—’
harmony; from the thoughts of the theoretical occultist researching drag-
on}ore, giantlore, fairylore, orgone energy, LB.3.P., levitation and lost
skills, Light is created, and the rites, spells, incantations and pBERyers
of pgractlcal occultists, be they witches, warlocks, wizards gypsies or
hippies, draw power from the spiritual &un, the deepest rea;es of the
cosmost and the depths and heights of the mind's inner space territories.
The power centres linking i
plentiful and have beegkigg :ggnégygfwgggeogfgeﬁﬁ%tglgggigggggrfﬁégggittinﬂ
fertility and love throughout the land, but some are steeped in evil, -
requiring exorcism by qualified persons in the service of the Light.

Undoubtedly, energy being neutral, ley power can be used for purposes
evil or benificent, but is not in itself good or bad. While walking the leys,
enchantment may give way to disenchantment if one is near a site such as
Aberdeenshire's Sun Honey stone circle. Some sites are so powerful that the
efféct 1s sophorific;.energy will be felt rising up through the body and
clevatfn® the mind. What a Fantastic society must have created our megalith-
ic heritage, with its psychic spiritual engineering, beaming vitality to
the crops, and peace and well-being to the populace.

~The".wab was woven by the Supreme Creator and it criss-crosses our waste-
land of mysteries; invisible light in another dimension; a wondrous parallel
universe impinging upon our own.

“Who will see it, reach out for it, clutch it and bring it within to ill-
uminate the higher self?

S R i eE R R SR B

RECOIIENDED READING:

Alfred Watkins "The 0ld Straight Track" £3-75.
John Michell "The View Over Atlantis" £2-50
L y "City of Revelation" £2-90,
Janet & Colin Bord "Mysterious Britain" 25-90.
(A1l titles Garnstone Press)

HRAR XK LRI
THE LeY JUNTER covers leys, megaliths, ancient skills and wisdom,
folklore, cosmology, UFOS, and ilew Age thought, in articles, reviews and

letters.
e T
SKYWAYS & LANDMARKS by J.A.D., Wedd, a pamhlet relating leys to flying
saucers is available either from Paul Screeton at 5 Egton Drive, Seaton
Carew, Hartlepool, Co. Durham, or its publisher, Philip Heselton, of 9
Park Avenue, Hull, HU5 3EN (7zp, including postage).

ARG R AR AR
BASK NUMBERS OF THZ LEY HUNTER,

A limited supply of back numbers exists currently. A list can

be supplied if a s.a.e. is enclosed. Copies may also be found
at such shops as Dark They Were & Golden-Eygd, Compendium Books,
Village Bookshop, or Atlantis Bookshop, all in London.

Bred
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by JIMMY GODDARD

There is a ratheriiniiteresting ley running between Warminster and Glastonbury,
which, if my plotting on the small-acale map is correct (it is never easy to be
to be sure with long-distance leys), continues eastward to pass through St.
Avgustine's @Ghurch, Addlestone, which stands behind my home. On our recent holiday
‘in Warminster my wife and I visited several of the points in that area.

Entering the Frome map the ley passes just north ef Cop Heap to go through the
crossroads at the bottom of Cradle Hill (though not the hill itself). From here it
continues through the Minster, the 14th. Century pgrish church of Warminster. We
were unfortunately unable to visit this church this time to see if it produced the
tone in the he,d that I had noticed at eothgr ley points, but this was fel$ quite
strongly at the 13th. Century St. Laurences Chapel, which lies on a ley running
from the Minster to the ley centre in the south of the town. That centre was the
one which received a lot of publicity during the UFO flaps of the 1960s, especi-
ally as a spectacular incident happened there.

From the Minster the ley continues to a tumulus on Cley Hill, but before it
reaches this it goes through a sharp bend in a minor road near there, there was
certainly a feeling of energy at Cley Hill, but it was not the joyous, tranquil
feeling that one gets at Glastonbury Tor. It is a strange paradox that although as
ley hunters we regard sites merely as parts of the ley system, they also seem very
much complete in themselves. While power may flow along the leys, it seems the
"atmosphere" of each site is individual and does not spread to others.

Just under a mile from Cley Hill the ley runs through a small church north of
Longleat, and continues through a trigulation point at the edge of Postlebury Wood
(south ef Nimney), a junction of three roads and a track 2% miles from there, and
a cross-tracks west of Chesterblade. After this it meets a milepost on Beard Hill
(south of Shepton Mallet), and a mile further on goes through another sharp bend
and then a crossroads south of Pilton. From here the line meets no further marked
points until it reaches Glastonbury, where it passes through the Tor, Chalice Well
and Wearyall Hill. The significance of these places certainly needs no explanation
and the rare, if not unique, peace of the place was like a soothing balm after a
hectic three-change bus journey from Warminster on a hot June afternoon. The garden
at Chalice Well is particularly beautiful this year - a blaze of colupur .

Leaving Glastonbury, the ley passes through a cross-tracks a mile from Wearyall
Hill, continuing to a church in Ashcott, and running along a street in that vill-
age., After this it crosses the sedge moor - there are no further points marked on
it on this 0.S. sheet. A line which, if my plotting is correct, is a continuation
of this ley on the London S.W. map pasces through St. Augustine's Church, Addle-
stone, though it is not a particularly spectacular ley on this map, probably
because a large part of it runs through London. But it does also pass through the
Crouch Oak Lane crossroads (though not the oak), the junction of Oarlands Drive and
Oatlands Chase (a ley centre with Scots pines), a crossroads ley centre in Ashley
Park, Walton, and a church between ©sher and ‘"hames Ditton.

A word of explanation regarding St. #Hugustine's Church seems relevant here. It
seems to be a ley enigma, , prime example of subconcious siting, perhaps even
subconcious design. The fact is, it is an entirely modern church, and nobody would
mistake it for anything else, although it is of unusual design; the side walls are
very low, making it appear "all roof". It was built just before the last war, and
there is no evidence of anything earlier on the site. Nothing shows here on the
first edition 0.S. map, and, although there is a record in an o0ld book in Chertsey
Library of a ruined chapel on nearby Woburn Hill, there is nothing about the site
of St. Augustine's. Yet it is a good ley centre, and, strangely, the base angles
of its roof are, as nearly. as can be determined, the samme as the base angles of the
Great Pyramid, which must have an effect of uwagnifying the ley power, if current
ideas on form are valid.
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One of its leys is particularly good, and indicates its validity. Entering <.
the map at the 1N.W. corner it passes through a small moat, Windsor Castle, Magna
Charta Island at Runnymede and the remains of a priory there, a church in Egham,
the site of Chertsey Abbey (a good ley centre although the abbev has now dis-
appeared), St. Augustine's, skirting St George's Hill (Iron Age hill fort with
much power), and variocus crossroads.

The phenomenon of subconcious siting is a strange one, and one which could, if
we are not careful, lend ammunition to the "chance alignment" guns of the anti-
ley brigade. Nevertheless, it surely cannot be ignored, and must be an avenue
of research for serious ley hgnters.

® */*/*/*/*/*/*/#/h/*

POINTERS TO AN ELUSIVE GIANT =—=—- by IAN WRIGHT

During an exercise in examining some possible local "ley" alignments in ilorth
Hertfordshire, an indication seemed evident where some of the alignments might
well associated with an allied sphere of interest - that of hill figures.

fhe area in question is generally centred on the town of Baldock in N. Herts. It
is situated on that ancient trackway, the Icknield Way (itself aligned generally
east-west in this area) and at the point of intersection of » "Roman" highway
from the north where it diverges, one path leading to Verulamium (St Albans) and
one to intersect Ermine Street and Stone Street at Braughing.

Although the antiguity of Baldock is wegl known, continued recent archaeological
excavations in and around the town disclosed evidence of substantial pre-Roman
occupation ever a very considera®le period. Indications are also that the'earlier
pre-Roman comwunity was quite possibly of some major importance and one partic-
ularly interesting find was of a rich Iron Age "chieftain's" burial site.

Overlooking the town, as indeed also the 1ntersect10n of the earlier hlghways,
is a ridge of low hills situated to the south. hey are part of the continuation
of the Chilterns, and together with the high ground of the Therfield Heath
district, are really the last remmants ef the Chiltern range before it descends
towards Norfolk and,the East Angliam ileights, along which the Icknield Way is
generally aligned.  his local high ground is known as the "Weston Hills".

Heading to.the north out of Baldock at this point travelling on the "Great
HJorth Road", ene follows the line of a Roman road towards Biggleswade and the
north. A return journey on this road has some points of interest in that, topp-
ing high ground just south of Blig;leswade (at this point on dual carriageway of
the Al some few miles before it becomes the A1(1) motorway which now bypasses
Baldock) one is confronted by the north face, or minor scarp of the Weston Hills.
Similarly when travelling along the Icknield Way and approaching Baldock (on the
A505) either from the east or west, this same scarp is well in evidence.

In closer detail and examining alignment features of the Weston Hills one finds
a particularly interesting "ley" alignment heading north from the hills, through
Baldock church, for some considerable distance along the "Roman road", on over
two hill fort camps and on towards Tempsford Church. :

For those travelling south on the Great North Road, and having just joined the
A1(M) this alignment can be clearly seen, as the new motorway section of road
is actually on the alignment, and one views the hills straight along the road
in front with the spire and tower of Baldock ochhrch providing a conspicuous
alignment marker,

Also associated with the Weston Hills are a further group of apparent align-
ments the general disposition of which gives the impression that these Weston
Hills could be of some local central significance.

Turning now to the "hill figure" subject associated with trackways, one finds
evidence of them with origins in antiquity right along the ancient E-W highway,
for instance such as at Uffington, Bledlow, Whiteleaf and Wandlebury. It is not
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impossible that, in addéition to whgtever .ocal purposes or significance the fig-
ures may have had some of them could well have also served as "matkers" along the
trackway in antiquity. It is suggested that from evidence to hand, a similar
hill figure was once displyaed on the north facing scarp of the "Westo:: Hills".

Local legend exists of a "Weston Giant". Une rendering of the legend refers to
him be the name of "Jack-o-legs" and without going into too much detail here, it
has a theme very much like that of tke tale of Robin -~Hood. Indeed, Jack-o-legs
Bt is said made a practice of robbing the bakers of Baldock when they were on the
road, in order to give bregd to the poor.

He was eventually caught and before being put to death was given a last wish to
loose an arrow from Baldock town and be buried where it landed. The srrow it is
saidd landed in Weston churchyard (a prodigious range indeed) where two stones
mark his grave to this day. This grave would incdicate a being of some 12 feet
high, but apparantly a Victorian era exgmination of the grave disclosed only two
normal skeletons and no giant. Weston Church does not, curiously enough, appear
to figure in the local ley alignments, but it is built on a mound which could be
a large barrow as at Edlesborough near Dunstable.

This story of "Jack-o-legs" incidentally is perpetugted to tthe present day in
the na me of a small hill called Jack's Hill on the old Great ‘orth Road (noe by-
passed by the new motorway) just south of Baldock and many weary travellers at
"Jack's Hill Cafe".

Another, more obscure, legend has rather "Arthurian" overtones and refers to a
"giant" who sleeps beneath the Weston iiills awaiting awakening when England id in
need. It is just possible to 8urmi se that the name Baldock itself may have ocrigO
ins in pagan antiquity. Associating the town with giants, or gods, it is suggested
that the god Baal may be indicated in the name of the willage of Tempsford, on the
northerly end of the alignment,may refer to a ford over the River Great Ouse by a
temple.,

Examination of the televant face of the Weston Hills, now heavily wooded, shows
no surfase trace of a hill figure and what are most probably old quarry workings
of fairly recent origin may have destroyed any traces that there might have been.

However, a visit along the top of the scarp will reward one by a significant view
over a large area of countryside traversed by the old trackways menttioned earlier
amd it may well bewotthwhile keeping this area and suhject i n mind for possible
firther investigation. ;

FAEDE DD @QIQERO

SERPENTI i ENIGMAS

by Paul Screeton

This brief article is intended purely to draw attention to an existing serpentine
track in France, whose origin must relate to the oné which existed at Avebury and
would seen teasonably to be a part of the culture which piled up serpent mounds
in Scatland and overseas Ohio. In Brittany a line of stones winds its way like &
serpent for eight kilometres from an arm ol the sea, known as Riviere de Crachk to
the sea coast itself at St Barbe ', Along this track near Le Menec the avenues arc
not continuoud and for long distanges cease altogether, yet stones aXways appear
guiding the investigator from one alignment to-theamnext.

In the district near Kermario is the hillock at Manio with avenues of stones,
including one 11 feet high menhir, which for centuries has Eeen associated with
serpents and tradition asserted that serpents lay beneath. "hen in 1923 archaeol-
ogists dug below ground and on the base were carved five serpents, plus a supposed
representation of the sun.

Brigadier General William Sitwell, in "Stones of Northumberland and other Lands",
claims the serpentine character of alignments "can hardly be accidental". He adéded:
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"For ages the serpent has been regarded as the symbol of wisdom, and the old
builders denicted them en the base of the Geant de Manioe.ees"

As a postscript,I was struck when recently delving through the Department for
the Environment's photographic archives, and looking at the aerial photographs
in the Arbor Low stone circle packet there was included in the sequence a view
of a small housing estate constructed as a serpent:

Was this in the vicinity, or was it improperly filed. Anywat it seemed most
appropriate.

AN ESSEX ZODIAC?

by JIM KIMMIS

((Editor —-— The following is extracted from a letter. The
accompanying diagram is meant to give a rough indication
only of the area in which the zodiac may be located, and
its delineation. It was not possible to mark which roads,
paths, rivers and trees seem to give form to the figures.
Any comments on this possible zodiac are welcome)).

“Think I've found a zodiac in Essex. There's a rough tracing here and you can
see that the figures in some cases are more or less identical to the Somerset
figures, although some are hazy or missing. The strongest fizure is Virgo, with
a clear road/river outline and some supporting place names, such as the town of
Hagdalen Laver, and the interesting Skips Corner on her leg, and the churches in
that area are dedicated to the two Marys. The centre of the circle is a castle
in Chipping Ongar (the main town of the Ongar Hundred which covers the whole ar ea)

and there is some speculation that the castle is pre-Norman even though that is
the age of the discoveries there.

The Gemini/Cancer figure that is so beautifully outline by Dundon Hill in the
Somerset circle is missing here, mainly I think because there's an airfield
plastered over that section. Although this is all mapwork at present I hope to
get aerial shots or old maps if these are available. Other examples of name clues
exist such as at Fosling Hall and Pinions Lane near the Libran dove, Horseman's
Side and Knightsland Wood on Sagittarius and Mounts End. There is a Hawkes
Bridge and a pub called the Eagle at Kelvedon on the Aquarian phoenix, and a mural

of the phoenix and possibly other figures at Shelley. (This information is from
the Victeriah County History). Little End is on Capricorn's horn and this pro-
jects across the castle at Ongar to the Lion's ear at Heron's Farm (moated) as

a perfect diameter; better than the Somerset alignment,

The necessary 0.S. map is sheet 161 (London H.-E.).

GATES UF GLORY, CUPHOLES AND LEYS NEAR DINGLE ~-~- by Ross Nichols
(PART 1I)

I went on a halfday's drive with a vague ancient in his improbable car. On
the return I was determined to make this ancient disclose the Gates of Glory
which he had not done on the way out. It finally appeared that he did not know
or had forgotten and he had to ask someone else. They were, as I suspected,
really interesting. Two tall thin stones -- really three, but one has fallen and
it wgs too wet to try to reconstruct the angles of the fallen one in all that
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grass —-- with ends llke hatcnets, both cut the air in the same direction. They
p01nted NE by E, 6° actually, aimed upon the summit of Cnuic-na-Horan, the hill

north of Dlnrle, the other way would run somewhere into Ventry Bay which was
where I'ianna, the .f62lowars of Finn MacCumhall, defeated the invasion landing ..
from the King of the World, Daire Domn. Now Finn was the apprentice w.ao caught
and ate the elusive Salmon of Wisdom and became wiser than all men. The line
runs SW into Ventry Harbour, crosses Parkmore Point and so into Dingle Bay. The
other way it looks like a sort of ley following stretches of rocd over Brenaduff
to Ballyduff, and leaves Rough Point penimsula at Naparka. It would have been
interesting to link the gates with Slea He&d - which is Ceann Sliade, head of the
mountain = but which mountain? - The hMount of the Eagle, Sliann-an-Riolair. The
Eagle is the dear old sky god again, the local Zeus; and the Gates then might
have conducted the Eagle god to t.e hill that presides over Dingle. However,
instead, they guide from sea to sea along a sort of ley. Could there be such a
thing as a Wisdom Path along a ley, the path of the Salmon of Wisdom whose sub-
stance I think Finn had by then absorbed? Salmon are freely flound herabouts.

TO SUM UP SO FAR: I cannot now go by the Holy Stone, if it is dismembered,
except that it is still orientated SE and is therefore Mother-goddess in intent~
ion. It turns out that the site of the new church was the site of an earlier one.
Also the stone orientates to NW and this is equally distinctly the place of
death and sacrifice, and this I would certainly link with the materialistic Cap-
ricorn goat of the street name. I am told that for a time they celebrated Mass
@pon this Bullaun stone, in an interval between churches; it was thus hallowed
- as indeed it must cermonially have been in any case.

I do think the four kinds of raven nearby link with Bran, the raven god of
battle. And I think that the Holy Stone's line does pass over the Five Forts and
their four Ravens, thereby linking the Goat with Bran and death. It touches two
spot heights towards what may be a holy isle, Dunacapple, the "Rath of the
chapel" apparently, near Ballydavid Head. It seems only to skirt the foot of
Cnuic-na-horan; but at that foot may have been an approach shrine. It does not
touch the present are called the Holy Ground in the village, only the Mall, unless
the Holy “round then extended further - the Mall sounds a new sort of name.

So the Ravens and the Boat went towards the Mother Goddess and maybe theiewere
sacrifices in the lower area of the village; but perhaps Finn's wisdom presided
at the town's nearest hill and drew people up. Indeed Chapel Lane seemdslike a
way up that hill., What of the ley crossing the Goat-Raven ley, which came up from
the Stones of Glory?

((SEE DIAGRANM PAGE 10))
I T I T T S
INTERVATTONAL GADGET SERVICH

(Notice to Bditors of liagazines and Secretaries of
Societies)

We are shortly producing an "International Guide to Metaphysical Organisations
and Societies". If you would liks jour mublication or society mentioned free,
please send full details and samples to:-

WILLATM PORTER, INTERNATIONAL GADGET SERVICE (REPRESEINIATION), 54 and 54A
CLEMENTS ROAD, EAST HAl, LONDON E6 2DF, ENGLAND.

Material will also be welcomed on all underground publications and organisations.
Thank you for you prompt attention.

/1111111717177777

TORC-- Glastonbury's alternative magazine has 29 pages for No. 9.

Those familiar with this fine magazine will find a wealth of interesting
reading matter, including mystical and New Age articles. 15~p post inc.
from Avalon House, 7 The Batch, Ashcott, near Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 9PH.
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LEY LINES

i ! (a) Gates of Glory - neolithic shte.
(b) Ravens' Mounds.- Bullaun - Holy
ground - Bull's Head. '
(e}
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QUEST ~- Western Mystiery
Tradition for beginners and
adepts. Keeps readers in
touch will occult news.
Quarterly. Specimen copy 20p
from Marian Green, 38
Woodfield Avenue, London W5,
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THE ATLANTEAN -- New Age
apiritual magazine covering
a wide range of occult
interest from Atlantis to -
UFOs to vegetarianism to
folklore. Annual sub. is

£1, From The Atlanteans,

42 St. George's Road,

ORACLE OF ALBION -~ Mainly
zodiacs and geomancy. 10p shou 1ld
secure copy from The Editor, )

140 Murchison Avenue, Bexley,
Cheltenham, GL50 4AF. Kent, DA5 SLL.
L T PR E RS T T R

A series of public lectures and evening classes on the UFO topic are
to be held in Hampshire., Winchester, New Milton, Ringwood and
Bournemouth further education centres are putting on ten-session UFO
courses over the Sept. 1975 - Jan. 1974 terms. Further details from
Phil Grant, 2A New Park Road, Southbourne, Bournemouth, Hants.

*****////
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THE ROADS AND FOOTPATHS OF PILTON (Porcupines, Pilton, Bafnstaple,
by MARGARET A ,REZD Devon, 60p.)

The éelights of a day excursion on the rustic railway to Barnstaple include
a visit to the Porcuplne booLshop, whose proprietors (fans of William Cobbett:
and Footpaths of Pilton, written by a local hlstorlan, Margaret A. Reed. The
author has taken a small area of North Devon where she lives and written the
history of its tracks and landmarks from neolithic times when the ley system
was created to the present day. Here at last is an honest, comprehensible and
entirely satisfactory local history, and the reason it is so is that largaret
Reed has read The 0ld Straight Track, found Watkins's conclusions "logical and
reasonable" and applled his discoveries to the interpretation of the local
landscape. On the first page she writes, "the earliest routes would seem not
to have been as the 'rolling English drunkard' made them, but 'sighted' in a
fairly professional manner by neolithic man (3,000 to 2,000 B.C.)".

Only with this understanding is it possible to give a coherent account of
local history and topography in the way that Margaret Reed has done, and her
book is exemplary of its kind. She describes the more obvious leys of the
district, two of which are still delineated by old paths crossing at Pilton
Church on the sumwit of Bull Hill, while others coincide with stretches of
track which once formed a straight line pattern between ancient sites and land-
marks. She has apparently been criticized by other local historians for her
recognition of the ley system, but her research has been thorough and indepen-
dently carried out, her local knowledge is profound and her approach is just-
ified by the firm ev1ddence on which her conclusions are founded. The Roads
and Footpaths of Pilton is a valuable addition to the ley hunter's Tibrary
and its posse531on ‘adds considerable enjoyment to a visit to this delightful

SceR - John Michell.

s AR
AN ABC OF WITCHCRAFT PAST AND PRESENT (Rober Hale & Co., 63 01d
by DOREEN VALIENTE Egggg?on Road, London SW7,

When a book first makes its presence known to me impinging on my unconscious
mind to the extent that I awake with the firm impression that if I go to the
local bookshop I will find a new book on witchcraft, that it will be hardback
and ‘that it will be a certain size, and that the impression was later verified
in detail when I find the very book in question the same day, I may be just-
ified in thinking that the book may be worth reading. The above incident happ-
ened to me previous to buying "An ABC of Witchcraft Past and Present" by
Doreen Valiente. I was at the same time surprised yet not surprised to see the
book there before me on the shelf, and I knew from my previous knowledge of the
author that the book would be a good one. Having read her earlier book about
witch legend and reality in Sussex, "Where Witchcraft Lives™, her address to
the "Pentagram” dinner and her recent articles in such publications as "The Ley
" Hunter", I knew that the book would present a fair, sensible, interesting and
knowledgeable account of the Wiccan religion, both its historical background and
its standing as we enter the last quarter of the twentieth century. And so I °
bought it, and so the book proved to be.

A normal book relies heavily on its pattern to reveal its message - the nece-
ssary form of the ABC type of volume means that it can only rely on the
emphasis given to various items by the author to give it overall shape or
coherence. In tais Doreen Valiente succeeds well. The range of subjects covered
is really immense and reveals the breadth of studies into which the author has
delved. It would be impossible even to touch on these: ley hunters tend to be
interested in the whole scope of witchcraft gs being one of the channels by
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which knowledge of the occurrence and purpose of the ley power has been handed
down to us. Nevertheless there are some items which seem of particular relevance.

There is much mention of places and powers - powers which Doreen Valiente
brings together under the name "Quintessence", one used by the ancients for the
same force that today we might call prana, orgone energy, mana, vril, odyle,
vis medicatrix naturee and by many other names, including ley power. It is the
fifth element, beyond earth, air, fire and water. It is the universal life
energy which is sent out by the sun and reflected by the moon. The energy which
Wilhelm Reich saw glowing blue inside his orgone accumulator and which the witches L
see glowing with the same colour within their magic circle, rising above it to
form the silvery blue Cone of Power. :

The places of Britain too are here in force: places which have become familiar
through other associations - ley ones. Hill tops and standing stones, tree
clumps, stone circles and crossroads - the vary marks which guide us along the
leys are those which have been, and in some cases still are, significant witch
meeting places. What better e¥idence could we have of the way in whiich out two
subjects are interwoven? The Rollright Stones are here, of course, and Pendle
Hill, scene we are reminded of George Fox's vision of a people in white., Was
there indeed some psychic atmosphere lingering from days of long ago? Sussex
and the Cotswolds are strong in witch tradition and in leys and both are feat- .
ured: Chanctonbury Ring and Wych Cross on Ashdown, Seven Wells near Chipping
Campden and the Bambury Stone on Bredon. The New Forest is represented too by
the Wilverley Post and the Naked Man. It is strange now I come to think of it
that over 12 years ago I camped in successive summers on the slopes of Bredon
and within a mile or so of the Naked lan. On the first occasion we missed the
rival attraction of the Sunday evening church service because we had climbed to
the top to see the Bambury Stone at close hand - gn odd place altogether and I
wouldn't mind going back again some time. They say one can see 12 counties from
the top. I still think we made the right decision that day - must be something
really deeply imbedded in the unconscious.

And there's plenty of that in this book as well - the way in which modern
psychology, and particularly that of Jung with his concept of the "collective
fmconscious", throws light on the reasons for many of the old witch beliefs in
a way which is acceptable to present day readers. I would personally welcome
a further book by Doreen Valiente on this very aspect, on the present practices
and beliefs of witches in Britain, of their links with the land and the ley
power, and an assessment of the likely future of the Old Religion. This present
volume, however, really does contain a wealth of useful and interesting mater- .
ial, of which the above words must fail to be considered even an outline. s

- Philip Heselton.
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GOLD OF THE &ODS by Ericﬁ von Daniken (Souvenir Press, £2-20)

If gross financial reward and land acceptance of one's theories are the
ultim_te goals of anyone working within the ethos of ancient mysteries then it
certainly can be said that the Gods have been kind to Mr von Daniken. Within
only four years he has reached sales exceeding a mammoth 4,000,000 in 27
countries and has now published a new extravaganza into extraterrestrial
artefacts.

Daniken owes much to the late Charles Hoy Fort for his style and inspiration .
(read "The Book of the Damned", "Lo!", "New Lands", "Wild Talents", "The Books
of Charles Fort" all by Fort, and "Vharles Fort: Prophet of the Unexplained" {
by Damon Knight)and is to the archaeological mysteries what John k.. Allegro
&s to budding mycophiliacs, and indeed does not lack a certaih Learian
quality, in that he is perhaps more sinned against than sinning. Daniken,
however, is always ready for attack and says with fortitude, "I have wide
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shoulders ". After several fecent TV appearances he began a lecture tour in this
country to promote his particular view of "Erratics" (the science of fitless
facts). As an autodidactic, von Daniken does not get my vote for although he is
well travelled - Polynesia, Easter Island, Malaysia, Chile, Brazil, San 8alvador,
etc - he lacks in his writing "vision" ~ fantasy he has, but "vision" no.

A clearly defined root symbol of all world-mysteries, and one certainly not
ignored by von Daniken, is the archetypal serpent (later dragon) and it is the
“true identity of th#s enigma, that I have discovered after several years' exten-
sive research. There have beer many subjective interpretationa, but to my know-
legge no one to date has been able to produce objective evidence for the inter-
pretation of the primor£ial serpent/dragon. In von Daniken's first book, "Chariots
of the Gods", he wrestles with the root Mayan symbol, Kukulkan (Kukumatz later
Quetzlcoatl), and writes (p.125) "The snake is a symbol of nearly all Mayan
buildings. That is astonishing, for one would have expected a people surrounded
by luxuriant rampant flora to leave flower motifls behind on their stone reliefs
as well. Yet the loathsome snake confronts us everywhere. rom time immemorial
the snake hgs wound its way through the dust and dirt of the earth. Why should
anyone conceive of endowing it with the ability to fly? Primeval image of evil
the snake is condemned to crawl. How could anyone worship this repulsive. creat-
ure as a god and why could it fly into the bargain? " Good questions indeed, but
Daniken retreats from these centrally critical issues which does not win him my
respect,

"Gold of the Gods" takes us to Ecugdor where a complex tunnel system worms for
miles and predates, claims Daniken, the Incas by several millenia. The tunnel
complex was first discovered by an Argentinian, Juan Moricz, who made contact with
hostile indians in Ecuador, and was later himself contacted by Danike n who even-
tually was guided through the tunnels 780ft. below the surface, However, one must
not be too credulous wnen rcading this book, and not seduced by the undoubted
element of fantasy that it contains. What is more, the real crunch comes when
Daniken admitted recently - "I have been inside the side entrance, but not to
see if hundreds of kilometres exist". T

At best this hook is a metaphysical titillation and does not convince one of
Daniken's twtalintegrity. Hg is a man,who olaims to bb revealing a.lost.tintd,,
but away from the speculative easmavagaiz“, the . revealed trzuthiof his avn life
shows that he has been a convicted embezzler. T may be old~world, but I think
that if there is one qualification a writer of the Mysteries must have, it is
total integrity, otherwise who knows what fantasies we will be asked to believe?
And what fortunes will be earned false pretences. LB Paster.
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THE OLD STONES OF LAND'S END

This book by John Michell is being published by The Elephant Press, formed
at Port Eliot, Cornwall, under the directorship of Kevin Reilly, with the
object of publiding original works by living authors., This edition is limited to
only 250 copies, each signed andmmbered by John. The book is being published
for subscribers only, *thus maintaining the fine custom by which important works
are patronised by those Who wish to enjoy and also preserve original works for
posterity. The size is 113 x 73, measures which relate to the Golden Section;
it contains 136 pages, and their binding, in full hand-tooled leather, has been
undertagken entigely by craftsmen, and each book is contained in a slip case.
Price is £20, The subscription list opened on June 11. Order off subscriberd and
numbered copies’' will be determined by the order in which applications are re-
ceived. After the edition is fully subscribed applications will be returned.
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