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I understand." 

THE LEY HUNTER 
No. 45 July 1973 --

Firstly apologies for the lon� �elay between No. 44 a�d this 
issue. I would remind readers, however, that the dedication 
of issues to months is somewh�t fluid. The main'point being 
that 12 issues are published each year, and these do not 
always coincide with the calen� months. 
Secondly, if yoU[subscription has expired, the word expi�ed 
will appear on the line below: 

******* 

"QUICKSILVER HERITAGE" : This book on leys ,  spiritual physics 
and ancient skills �nd wis1om, by Paul Screeton, is. to be 
published by the Aquarian Publishing Co. (London) Ltd. 

========= 

The article, nFor Whom Vlas The Web Woven", printed on the 
facing page first appeared in slightly different form --
in issue No. 10 of "Quest". 

++++++ 

" SOTHiS": Now available, price 93p +22p for postage & 
packing. To: The Ed.i tors, "SOTHiS" , c/ o 

346 London Road, St Albans, Herts, ALl l.AE • 

.l..l.J..l.l.t..l..!.llJ. 

READER I s LE .L'TER. 

from Ken Ro5ers�_: Editor-_''Warmin�t€n�·-- N.ews";. : ... · . 
"I feel obliged to-reply to·cryatal-Hoghen's le-tter· {No�: 43}'.1�--.i 

I must say I could not quite follow the gist of Mrs Hogben's 
comments, perhaps she could enlighten us further on her 
husband's opinion? 

The Warminster UFO News is no t a mere periodical catering 
exclusively for the 'newcomes to the UFO scene'. We stated 
from the commencement of publication in 1971 that we were not 
content to be just another 'UFO' publication. 

The News/letter exists as an information service for 
persons interested in the happenings occuring in the 
environs of Vvarmins ter. '' 
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T"rlE LEY HUNI'ER 

The Ley Hunter is an independent, non.profit· making monthly magazine of 
ancient skills a�d wisdom. It is edited and p�blished by Paul Screeton, of 
5 Egton Drive, Seaton Carew, Hartlepool, Coup� Durham, TS25 2AT. 

Subscription rates are: Six months 75p. 
One year £1-50. 

U.S.A. surface 50 cents per copy. 

Payable by cheque or P.O. made out to P. Screeton, 
not please 'rhe Ley Hunter. 

FOR W"rlOM WAS THE 7/EB WOVEJ.'i? an introduction to ley hunting. 

Bv PAUL SCBEETON ::::M- -- ----

1. 

Derided, denigra�ed, despised, the theory of prehistoric trackways stretching 
for up to hundreds of miles across .Albion is enjoying a spectacular revivalc.. 
Alfred Watkins was given a great secret of the countryside in 1921 when in a 
vision he learned that all prehistoric sites were aligned. On maps he traced 
perfectly straight lines linking stone circles, standing stones, dolmens, logan 
stones, mounds and camps. Often moili�tain peaks would be found at either end· 
of such lines, and old parish churches would also be found upon the lines, 
having been built upon much more ancient holy sites. 

Watkins found evidence of paving stones below the surface of some of the 
alignments, which he had named leys ( for the word ley appears frequently as a 
suffix or a prefix on such lines). He ·presumed that all lines were tracks, many 
being specifically traders' routes. However, he was puzzled by close parallel­
ism of trackways, geometrical arrangements which owed nothine to pract�calities 
of travel, and leys passing through bogs, up steep mountain sides and over 
precipices. 

No study can rival Vfatkins' s magnum opus, "The Old Straight ·rrack", which is 
the definitive work on the exoteric side of ley hunting. Nevertheless his foll­
owers have not been content to look upon leys simply as trackways, though many 
undoubtedly f�ctioned as such. Watkins himself was aware of an esoteric mean­
ing to his discovery, but chose to draw archaeologists' attention.to the phys­
ical side of the alig11mets, rather than metaphysical speculation. !iis findings 
were controversial enough 50 years a3o, and they are still regarded as heret­
ical nmnsense by most professionals. Verification is a simple matter. Using a 
six-inch Ordnance Su;rvey map of any part of Britain, drj;fW circles around all 
prehistoric sites and pre-Reformation churches,_ then using a ruler draw lines 
where four or more sites align exactly. You will find a great many alignments, 
beyond the bounds of mathematical probabilty, on any map, and also patterns and 
focal points with three or more lines passing through one·spot. 

Those who have studied the subject arid looked at it rationally have deter­
mined that to seek utilitarian purposes for leys is to follow a fals e trail. 
Realisation that leys have a spiritual basis brings a total dismissal of ortho­
dox archaeology, and the true beginning of a quest which leads the seeker along 
the serpent paths to the sites of the dragon pulse, while mentally his conscios-

ness is raised as the psychic vibrations transmitted from roclcing stones to 
fairy mounds to aok groves affect his perceptions of life -- ancient and modern. 

The leys are in fact the veins of a life force which crystallised around the 
globe as Earth colled. These are lines along which the sensitive follower of 
ancient wisdom will find special stones, witness elementals, see apparitions 
or be perplexed by the sight of an unidentified flying object. Manifestations 
of power and form are plentiful but largely occur on the etheric level and are 
consequently only noted generally by those capable of such attunemnent. 



2. 

As th� Aquarian Age
_ 

takes shape the leys are becoming specially active; as cosm1c rays fuse Wlth the thoughts and actions of reawakening spit±t­harmony; �rom the tho�ghts of the theoretical occultist researching drag­onlore, gJ.antlore, faJ.rylore, orgone energy, E.S.P., levitation and lost .· skills, L�ght is cre�ted, a nd the rites, spells, incantations and pEByers o� p�actJ.cal occultJ.sts, be they witches, warlocks, wizards, gypsies or hJ.ppJ.es, draw power from the spiritual �un, the deepest reaces of the cosmost and the depths and heights of the mind's inner space territories. 
·rhe. power centres linking the leys where several lines conver ue are plentJ.ful and have been the scenes of not only white magicians �ransmittin� fertility and love throughout the land, but some are steeped in evil, 

0 

requiring exorcism by qualified persons in the service of the Light. 
Undoubtedly, energy being neutral, ley power can be used for purposes 

evil or benificent, but is not in itself good or bad. Vfhile walY�ng the leys, 
enchantment may give way to disenchantment if one is near a site such as 
Aberdeenshire's Sun iioney stone circle. Some sites are so powerfQl that the 
effect is sophorific;.energy will be felt rising up through the body and 
ol8vat£.• the mind. What a fantastic society must have created our megalith-
ic heri

·
t�ge, with its psychic spiritual engineering, beaming vitality to 

• the crops, and peace and well.;..being to the popQlace. 

--�he .. _wa:O was woven by the Supreme Creator and it criss-crosses our waste­
land of mysteries; invisible light in another dimension; a wondrous parallel 
universe impinging upon otrr own. 

�o will see it, reach out for it, clutch it and bring it within to ill­
uminate the higher self? 

Alfred Watkins n•rhe Old Straight •:rrack" £3-75. 
John Michell "•rhe View Over Atlantis" £2-50 

n 11 "City of Revelation" £2-90. 

J anet �::. Colin Bard "Mysterious Britain" £5-90. 
(All titles Garnstone Press) 

*******�4**�*�** 

'I'HE LEY :rruNrBR covers leys, megaliths, ancient skills and wisdom, 
folklore, cosmolo0y, UFOS, and New Age thought, in articles, reviews and 
letters. 

SKYWAYS & LA....l\ffi:N'Jill.KS by J .A.D. Wedd, a pamhlet relating leys to flying 
saucers is available either from Paul Screeton at 5 Egton Drive, Seaton 
Carew, Hartlepool, Co. Durham, or its publisher, Philip Heselton, of 9 
Park Avenue, Hull, h1J5 3EN ( 7tp, including postage) . 

B.MK NUMBERS OF ·rH� LEY HUNTER. 

A limited supply of back numbers exists currently. A list can 
be supplied if a s.a.e. is enclosed. Copies may also be found 

at such shops as Dark They Were & Golden-Eyyd, Compendium Books, 
Village Bookshop, or Atlantis Bookshop, all in London. 

**** 

• 



• 

• 

A LEY FROM Vv.ARMINSTER TO GLASTONBURY ·-- . .... � ..... ..._.._ ...... _ .. _·-· ......_.� .. ..... ..... ·�-----,_ ... _... __ ........ - .. ... ....--

JIMMY GODDARD 

There is a ratheriin�evesting ley running betweenWarminster and Glastonbury, 
which, if my plotting on the small-scale map is correct (it is never easy to be 
to be sure with long-distance leys ), continues eastward to pass through St. 
Augustine'·s "-hurch, Addlestone, which stands behind my home. On our recent holiday 

·in Warminster my wife and I visited several of the P,Oints in that area. 

Enterj..ng the Frame map the le2r passes just north lif Cop Heap to go through the 
crossroads at the bottom of Cradle Hill (though not the hill itself ) . From here it 
continues through the Minster, the �4th. Century Parish church of Warminster. We 
were unfortunately unable to visit this church this time to see if it produced the 
tone in the heP�d that I had noticed at ot�r ley points, but this was fel� quite 
strongly at the 15th. Century St. Laurences Chapel, which lies on a ley running 
from the Minster to the ley centre in·the -south of the town. That centre was the 
one which received a lot of publicity during the UFO flaps of the 1960s, especi­
ally as a spectacular incident happened there. 

From the lv1inster the ley continues to a tumulus on Cley Hill, but be;t::ore it 
reaches this it goes through a sharp bend in a minor road near therep fhere was 
certainly a feeling of energy at Cley Hill, but it was not the joyous, tranquil 
feeling that one gets at Glastonbury Tor. It is a strange paradox that although as 
ley hunters we regard sites merely as parts of the le� system, they also seem very 
much complete in themselves. While power may flow along the leys, it seems the 
na-cmosphere" of each site is individual and does not spread to othe;s. 

Just under a mile from Cley Hill the ley runs through a small church north of 
Longleat, and continues through a trig�lation point at the edge of Postlebury Wood 
(south ef Ninney ), a junction of three roads and a track 2� miles from there, and 
a cross-tracks west of Chesterblade. After this it meets a milepost on Beard Hill 
(south of Shepton Mallet ), and a mile further on goes through another sharp bend 
and then a crossroads south of Pilton. From here the line meets no further marked 
points until it reac�1es Glastonbury, wheTe it passes through the Tor, Chalice Well 
and W.earyall Hill. 'l'he significance of these plac:es certainly needs no explanation 
and the rare, if not unique, peace of the place was like a soothing balm after a 
hectic three-change bus journey from Warminster on a hot June afternoon. 'rhe garden 
at Chalice Well is partic�larly beautiful this year - a blaze of oolunur • 

Leaving Glastonbury, the ley passes through a cross-tracks a mile from Wearyall 
�ill, continuing to a church in Ashcott, and rQ�ng along a street in that vill­
age·. After this it crosses the seclge moor - there are no further points marked on 
it on this O.S. sheet. A line which, if' my plotting is correct, is a continuation 
of this ley on the London S.W. map pas�es through St. Augustine's Church, Addle­
stone, though it is not a particularly spectacular ley on this map, probably 
because a large part of it runs through London. But it does also pass through the 
Crouch Oak Lane crossroads (though not the oak ), the junction of Garlands Drive and 
Oatlands Chase (a ley centre with Scots pines ), a crossroads ley centre in Ashley 
Park, Wal ton, and a church between Esher and ;J�hames Di tton. 

A word of explanation regarding St. Iugustine's Church seems relevant here. It 
seems to be a ley enigma, !"' prime example of subconcious siting, perhaps even 
subconcious design. The fact is, it is an entirely modern church, and nobody would 
mistake it for anything else, although it is of unusual design; the side walls are 
very low, making it appear "all roof''. It was built just before the last war, and 
there is no evidence of anything earlier on the site. Nothing sh ows here on the 
first edition O. S. �p, and, although there is a record in an old book in Chertsey 
Libr�. of a ruined chapel on nearby Woburn Hill, there is nothing about the site 
of St. Augustine's. Yet it is a good ley centre, and, strangely, the base angles 
of its roof are, as nearly. as can be determined, the saae as the base angles of the 
Great �Jrarnid, vrl1ich must have an effect of �agnifying the ley power, if current 
ideas on form are valid. 
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One of its leys is particu.larly good, and indicates its valic1ity. Entering \;.·. 
the map at the N.Yf. corner it passes through a small moat, Windsor Castle, Uagna 
Charta Island at Runnymede and the remains of a priory there, a church in Egham, 
the site of Chertsey Abbey (a good ley centre although the abbe)r has now dis­
appeared), St. Augustine's, skirting St George's Hill (Iron Age hill fort with 
much power), and various crossroads. 

The phenomenon of subconcious siting is a strange one, and one which coul�, if 
we are not careful, lend aL.lilluni tion to the "chance alignmentn guns of the anti­
ley brigade. Nevertheless, it surely cannot be ignored, and must be an avenue 
of research for serious ley hunters. 

1'l 

POIIf.rERS TO AN ELUSIVE GIANT .£y_ IAN WRIG.J-IT 

During an exercise in examining some possible local "ley'' alignments in North 
Hertfordshire, an indication seemed eviclent where some of the alignments might 
well associated with an allied sphere of interest - that of hill figures. 
·J.' 
The area in question is generally centred on the town of Baldock in N. Herts. It 
is situated on that ancient trackway, the Icknield Vfay (itself' aligned generally 
east-west in .this area) and at the point of intersection of i:l "Roman" highway • from the north where it diverges, one path leading to Verulamium (St Albans) and 
one to intersect Ermine Street and Stone Street at Braughing. 

A..1. though the antigui ty of Baldock is wen known, continued recent archaeoloGical 
excavations in and around the town disclo.sed evidence of substantial pre-Roman 
occupation ever a very considera·!Jle period. Indications are also that the-�_earlier 
pre-Roman comwunity was quite possibly of some major importance and one partic­
ularly interesting find was of a rich Iron Age "chieftain's" burial site. 

. . 
Overlooking the town, as indeed also the intersection of the earlier highways, 
is a ridge of low hills situated to the south.· '1'hey are part of the c.Qntinuation 
of the Chilterns, and together with the high ground of the Therfield heath 
district, are really the last remnants ef the Chiltern range before it descends 
towards Norfolk and.the East Angliam Heights, along wnch the Iclcnield Way is 
generally aligned. his local high ground is known as the "Weston Hills". 

. + . 
Heading to . the north out of' Baldock, at this point travelling on the "Great 
Horth Road", ene follows the line of a Roman road towards Biggleswade and the 
north. A return journey on this road has some points of interest in that, topp-
ing high ground just south of Bligsleswade (at this point on dual carriageway of • the A1 some few miles before it becomes the A1(M) motorway which now bypasses , . 
Baldock) one is confronted by the north face, or minor scarp of the Weston Hills. 
Similarly when travelling along the Icknield Way and approaching Baldock (on the 
A505) either from the east or west, tb.is same scarp :is well in evidence. 

. 

In closer detail and examining alignment features of the Weston Hills one finds 
a particularly interesting "ley" alignment heading north from the hills, through 
Baldock church, for some considerable distance along the "Roman road", on over 
two hill fort camps and on towards Tempsford Church. 

For those travelling south on the G-reat North Road, and having just joined the 
A1(M) this alignment can be clearly seen, as the new motorway section of road 
is actually on the alignment, and one views the hills straight along the road 
in front with the spire and tower of Baldock onilirch providing a conspicuous 
alig�ent markero 

Also associated with the Weston Hills are a further group of apparent align­
ments the general disposition of which gives the impression that ·these Weston 
Hills could be of some local central significance. 

Turning now to the "h:lll figiD ... e11 subject associated with trackways, one finds 
evidence of them with origins in antiquity right along the ancient E-W highway, 
for instance such as at Uffington, Bledlow, Whiteleaf and Wandlebury. It is not 



• 

• 

' 

impossible that, . in addition to wh�te��t· �ocal purposes or significance the fig­
ures may have �ad some of them could well have also served as "ma±kers" along .the 
trackway in antiquity. It is suggested th�t from evidence to hand, a similar 
hill figure was once disjllyaed on the north facing scarp of the "Westo::1 Hills". 

Local legend exists of a "Weston Giant". One rendering of the legend refers to 
him be the name of "Jack-o-legs" and without goi!J# into too much detail here, it 
has a theme very much like that of t:te tale of Robin -Hood. Indeed, Jack-o-legs 
mt is said made a practice of robbing the bakers of Baldock when they were on the 
road, in order to give bread to the poor. 

He was eventually caught and before being put to death was given a last wish to 
loose an arrow from Baldock town and be buried where it landed. The arrow it is 
sa.ill landed in Yieston churchyard (a prodigious range indeed) where two stones 
mark his grave to this day. This grave would indicate a being of some 12 feet 
high, but apparan-tly a Victorian era examination of the grave disclosed only _i?Wo 
nmrmal skeletons and no giant. Weston Church does not, curiously enough, appear 
to figure in the local ley alignments, but it is built on a mound which could be 
a large barrow as at Edlesbo�ough near Dunstable. 

_This story of "Jack-a-legs" incidentally is perpetuated to ttbe present day in 
the na me of a small hill called Jack's Hill on the old Great dorth Road ( now by­
passed by the new motorway) just south of Baldock and many weary travellers at 
"Jack's Hill Cafe". 

Another, more obsctrre., legend has rather "Arthurian" overtones and refers to o. 
"giant" who sleeps beneath the Weston �-Iills awai tL1g awakening whea Englanct id in 
need. It is just possible to surmi se that the name Baldock itself may have origO 
ins in pagan antiqui�. Associating the town with giants, or gods, it is suggested 
that the god Baal may be indicated in the name of the willage of Tempsford, o� the 
northerly end of the alignment, may refer to a ford over the River Great Ouse by a 
temple. 

Examination of the Eelevant face of the Weston Hills, now heavily wooded, shows 
no surface trace. of a hill figure and what are most probably old quarry workings 
of fairly recent origin may nave destroyed any traces that there might have been. 

However, a visi� along the top o� �e scarp will reward one by a significant view 
over a large area of countryside traversed by the old trackways mentmioned earlier 
amd it may well bewonthwhile keeping this area and su�ject i .n mind for possible 
firther investigation • 

SERPENTI�'1E ENIGMAS 

El yaul Screeton 

This brief article is intended purely_to draw attention to an existing serpentine 
track in France, whose origin must relate to the one which existed at Avebury and 
would seen :imasonably to be a part of the cu.l ture which piled up serpent motL'1.ds 
in Scmtlan� and overseas Ohio. In Brittany a line of stones winds its way like a 
serpent for eight kilometres from an arm oH. the sea, known as Riviere de Crach to 
the sea coast itself at St Barbe :� Along this track near Le Menec the avenues aro 
not continuouS. and for long distances cease al toge.ther, yet stones al:ways appear 
guiding the investigator from one �lignment to·· tl1e_m.e.Xto 

In the distric.t near Kermario is the hillock at Mania with avenues of stones, 
including one 11 feet high menhir, which for centuries has qeen associated with 
serpents and tradition asserted that serpents lay beneath. �hen in 1923 archaeol­
ogists d�g below ground and on the base were carved five serpents, plus a supposed 
representation of the sun. 

Brigadier General William Si twell, in "Stones of Horthumberland and other Lands", 
claims the serpentine character of alignments "can hard..ly be accidental". He added: 
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"For ages the serpent has been regarded as the symbol of wisdom, and the old 
builders de:?icted them en the base of the Geant de Manio • • • • n 

7. 

As a postscript,I was struck when recently delving through the Department for 
the Environment's photographic archives, and looking at the aerial photosraphs 
in the Arbor Low stone circle packet there was included in the sequence a view 
of a small housing estate constructed as a serpent: 

Was this in the vicini�, or was it improperly filed. Anysat it seemed most 
appropriate. 

AN ESSEX ZODIAC? 
--·-·----

((Editor -- The following is extrac-ted from a letter. The 
accompanying di-agram is meant to give a rough indication 
only of the area in which the zodiac may be located, and 
its dmlineation. It was not possible to mark which roads, 
paths, rivers and trees seem to give form to the figures. 
Any comments on this possible zodiac are welcome)). 

"Think I've found a zodiac in Essex. '.rhere' s a rough tracing here and you can 
see that the figures in some cases are more or less identical to the Somerset 
figures, although some are hazy or missing. The strongest fi3ure is Virgo, with 
a clear roa�river outline and some supporting plac� names, such as the town of 
Iagcalen Laver, and the interesting Skips Corner on her leg, and the churches in 
that area are dedicated to the two Marys. The centre of the circle is a castle 
in Chipping Ongar (the main town of the Ongar Hundred which covers the whole �ea) 

amc1 there is some speculation that the castle is pre-Norman even though that is 
the age of the discoveries there. 

The Gemi�Cancer figure that is so beautifully outline by Dundon Hill in the 
Somerset circle is missing here, mainly I think because there's an airfield 
plastered over that section. Although this is all mapwork at present I hope to 
get aerial shots or old maps if these are available. Other examples of name clues 
exist such as at Gosling Hall and Pinions Lane near the Libran dove, Horseman's 
Side and Knightsland Wood on Sagittarius and Mounts End. There is a Hawkes 
Bridge and a pub called the Eagle at Kelvedon on the Aquarian phoenix, and a mural 

of the phoenix and possibly other figures at Shelley. (This information is from 
the Victoriai County History). Little End is on Capricorn's horn and this pro­
jects across the castle at Ongar to the Lion's ear at Heron's Farm (moated) as 
a perfect diameter; better than the Somerset alignment. 

·rhe necessary O.S. map is sheet 161 (London N.-:-E.). 

GA'f'.!!!S 

�E���-XI*X.�X:fX*P.X� X���X7i!tX�XiP-X*X�X�X¥ 

v]1 GLORY, CUEiOLES Al� 
(PAR'r II) 

LEYS NEAR Dll·TGLE ---- EY R� Nichols 

I went on a halfday's drive with a vague ancient in his improbable car. On 
the retui'n I was ae·termined to make this ancient disclose the G-ates of Glory 
which he had not done on the way out. It finally appeared that he did not know 
or had forgotten and he had to ask someone else. They were, as I suspected, 
really interesting. Two tall thin stones -- really three, but one has fallen and 
it w�s too wet to try to reconstruct the angles of the fallen one in all that 
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Cl ...... 
grass -- with ends like hatchets-, both cut the air in the same direction. ·rhey 
pointed NE by E, 6° actually, aimed upon the summit of Cnuic-na-Horan, the hill 
north of Dingle; the other way would run somewhere into V.entry Eay which was 
where Fianna, the .f.Ollowers of Finn MacCumhall, defeated the invasion landing -'· 
from the King of the World, Daire .Dollil. Now Fi�� was the apprentice w�o caught 
and ate the elusive Salmon of Wisdom and became wiser than all men. The line 
runs SW into Ventry Harbour, crosses Parkmore Point and so into Dingle Bay. The 
other way it looks like a sort of ley following stretches of road over Brenaduff 
to Ballyduff, and leaves Rough Point peninsula at Naparka. It would have been 
interesting to link the gates with Slea Head - which is Ceann Sliade, head of the 
mountain - b;�:t which mountain? - The MoUJ.J.t of the Eagle, Sliann-an-Riolair. The 
Eagle is the dear old sky god again, the local Zeus; and the Gates then might 
have conducted the Eagle god to t_-te hill that presides over Dingle. However, 
instead, they guide from sea to sea along a sort of ley. Could there be such a 
thing.as a Wisdom Path along_ a_ ley, the path of the Salmon of Wisdom .whose sub­
stance I think Finn had by then ahsorbed? Salmon are freely :fiound hera.bouts. 

TO SlnJ UP SO FAR: I cannot now go by the Holy Stone, if it is dismembered, 
except that it is still orientated SE and is therefore Mother-goddess in intent­
ion. It turns out that the site of the new church was the site of an earlier one. 
Also the stone orientates to �W and this is equally distinctly the place of 
death and sacrifice, and this I would certai�ly link with the materialis�ic Cap­
ricorn goat of the street name. I am told that for a time they celebrated Mass 
ipon this Bullaun stone, in an interval between churches; it was thus hallowed 
- as indeed it must cermonially have been in any case. 

I do think the four kinds of raven nearby link with Bran, the raven god of 
battle. And I think that the Holy Stone's line does pass over the Five Forts and 
their four Ravens, thereby linking the Goat with Bran and death. It touches two 
spot heights towards what may be a holy isle, Dunacapple, the "Rath of the 
chapel" apparently, near Ballydavid Head. It seems only to skirt the foot of 
Cnuic-na-horan; but at that foot may have been· an approach shrine. It does not 
touch the present are called the Holy Ground in the village, only the Mall, unless 
the Holy Ground then extended further - the Mall sounds a new sort of name. 

So the Ravens arid the Goat went towards the Mother Goddess and maybe thef� were 
sacrifices in the lower area of the village; but perhaps Finn's wisdom presided 
at the town's nearest hill and drew people up. Indeed Chapel Lane ·Seema3like a 
way up that hill. What of the l.ey crossing the Goat-Raven ley, which came up from 
the Stones of Glory? 

( ( SEE DIAGH.AH PAGE 10)) 

IN'rERNATION.A.L GADGET SERVICE 

( Notice to Editors of l.iagazines and Secretaries of 
Societies) 

We are shortly producing an 11International Guide to Metaphysical Organisations 
and Societies". If you would like your ��ublication or society .mentioned free, 
please send full details and samples to:-

WILLAIM POR'.rER, I:tf.fERNATIONAL GADGET S1illVICE (REPRESEfT'rA'��ION), ·5 4 and 54A 
CLEMENTS ROAD, EAST HA.M, LONDON E6 2DF, ENGLA.l""'D. 

Material will also be welcomed on all underground publications and organisations. 
Thank you for you prompt attention. 

ll//////////l/11/ 
TORC-- Glastonbury's alternative magazine has 29 pages for :no. ··9. 
Those familiar with this fine magazine will find a wealth of interesting 
reading matter, including mystical and New Age articles. 15� post inc. 
from Avalon House, 7 The Batch, Ashcott, near Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 9PH. 
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qUEST -- Western Mystery : 
Tradition for beginners and 
adepts. Keeps readers in 
touch will occQlt news. 
Quarterly. Specim�n copy 20p 
from Marian Green ; 38 
Woodfield Avenue, London W5. 

'riD! ATLA.NTEAN -- New Age 
spiritual magazine covering 
a wide �ange of occult 
interegt from Atlantis to 
UFOs to vegetarianism to 
folklore. Annual sub. is 
£1. From The Atlanteans, 
42 St. �eorge's Road, 
Cheltenham, GL50 4AF. 

��A SouT'I-'f 
Ot::. 6 ULL's 
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ORACLE OF ALBION� -- Mainly 
zodiacs and geomancy. 10p sho� ld 
secure copy from The Editor, 
140 Murchis on Avenue, Bex.ley, 
Kent, DA5 5LL. 

*****************¥****""'****�* 

A series of public lectures and evening classes on the UFO topic are 
to be held �n Hampshire. Winchester, New J,Iil ton, Ringwood and 
Bournemouth further education centres are putting on ten-session UFO 
co�ses over the Sept. 1975 - Jan. 1974 terms. Further details from 
Phil Grant, 2A New Park Road, Southbourne, Bournemouth, Hants. 
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THE ROADS Al"'ID FO\JTPNrHS OF PILTON ·--·----

. � MARGARET !_.llliED 

11 

(Porcupines, Pilton, Barnstaple, 
Devon, 60p.) 

The delights of a day excursion on the rustic railway to Barnstaple include 
a visit to the Porcupine bookshop, whose proprietors ( fans of William Cobbett: 
hence the name) publish a little book of grea.t value to ley hunters, .!�� Ro�2-� 
and Foo��..E.a.:ths_�f�. P=i:��2_!.!, written by a local historian, Margaret A. Reed. Th� 
author has taken a small area of North Devon where she lives and written the 
history of its tracks and landmarks from neolithic times when the ley system 
was created to the present day. Here at last is an honest, comprehensible and 
entirely satisf�ctory local history, and the reason it is so is that Uargaret 
Reed has read .';Q.h-�_Old._S�raig:tt_i_•rrack, found Watkins' s conclusions "logical and 
reasonable" and applied his discoveries to the interpretation. of the local 
landscape. On the first page she writes, 11the earliest routes would seem not 
to have been as the 'rolling English drunkard' made them, but 'sighted' in a 
fairly professional manner by neolithic man (3, 000 to 2,000 B.C. ) ". 

Only with t:1is understanding is it possible to give a coherent account of 
local history and topography in the way that Margaret Reed has done, and her 
book is exemplary of its kind. She describes the more obvious leys of t�e 
district, two of which are still delineated by old paths crossing at Pil to:n 
Church on the summit of Bull Hill, while others coincide with stretches of 
track which once formed a straight line pattern between ancient sites· and land­
marks. She has apparently been criticized by other local historians for her 
recognition of the ley system, but her research has been thorough and indepen­
dently carried out, her local knowledge is· profound and her approach is just­
ified by the firm evirll.dence on which her conclusions are founded • . �h� _ _!loads_ 
an<l; Foo_:�.P.��h�<?.£.1:=!:1 ton is a valuable addition to the ley hunter' s library 
and its possession adds considerable enjoyment to a visit to this delightful 
area. - John Michell. 

AN ABC OF WI'rCHCRAFT PAST AND PRESENT - -- -- ----·-- -- --

� _DOREEN VALIE:NTE 

(Rober I-Iale & Co., 65 Old 
Brompton Road, London �ff7, 
£5-50) 

When a book first makes its presence known to me impinging on my unconscious 
mind to the extent that I awake with the �irm impression that if I go to the 
local bookshop I will find a new book on witchcraft, that it will be hardback 
and ·that it will be a certain size, and that the impression was later verified 
in detail when I find the very book in question the same day, I may be just­
ified in thinking that the book may be worth reading. The above incident happ­
ened to me previous to buying "An ABC of ·iJifi tchcraft Past and Present" by 
Doreen Valiente. I was at the same time surprised yet not surprised to see the 
book there before me on the shelf, and I knew from my previous knowledge of the 
author that the book would be a good one. Having read her earlier book about 
witch legend and reality in Sussex, "Where Witchcraft Lives11, her address to 
the "Pentagramn dinner and her recent articles in such publications as "The Ley 

· Hunter", I knew that the book would present a fair, sensible, interesting and 
knowledgeable account of the Wiccan religion, both its historical background and 
its standing as we enter the last quarter of the twentieth century. And so I · 
bought it, and so the book proved to be. 

A normal book relies heavily on its pattern to reveal its message - the nece­
ssary form of the ABC type of volume means that it can only rely on the 
emphasis given to various items by the author to give it overall shape or 
coherence. In tJis Doreen Valiente succeeds well. The range of subjects covered 
is really immense and reveals the breadth of studies into which the author has 
delved. It would be impossible even to touch on these: ley hunters tend·to be 
interested in the whole scope of witchcraft as being one of the channels by 
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which knowledge of the occurrence and purpose of the ley power has been handed 
down to us. Nevertheless there are some items which seem of particular relevance. 

There is much mention of places and powers - powers which Doreen Valiente 
brings together under the name "Quintessence", one used by the

-ancients for the 
same force that today we might call prana, or gone energy, mana, vri.l, - odyle, 
vis medicatrix naturaeand by many other names, including ley power. It is the 
fifth element, beyond earth, air, fire and water. It is the universal life 
energy which is sent out by the sun and reflected by the moon. The energy which 
Wilhelm Reich saw glowing blue inside his orgone accumulator and which the witches 
see glowing with the same colour within their magic circle, rising above it to 
form the silvery blue Cone of Power. 

The £laces of Britain too are here in force: places which have become familiar 
through other associations - ley ones. Hill tops and standing stones, tree 
clumps, stone circles and crossroads - the vary marks which guide us along the 
leys are those which have been, and in some cases stiil are, significant witch 
meeting places. Vf.hat better elidence could we have of the way in whhch out two 
subjects are interwoven? The Rollright Stones are here, of course, and Pendle 
Hill, scene we are reminded o� George Fox's vision of a people in white. Was 
there indeed some psychic atmosphere lingering from days of long ago? Sussex 
and the Cotswolds are strong in witch tradition and in leys and both are feat-

• ured: Chanctonbury Ring and Wych Cross on Ashdown, Seven Wells near Chipping 
Campden and the Bambury Stone on Bredon. The New Forest is represented too by 
the Wilverley Post and the Naked Man. It is strange now I come _,to think of it 
that over 12 years ago I camped in successive summers on the slopes of Bredon 
�a·within a mile or so of the Naked Man. On the first occasion we missed the 
rival attraction of the Sunday evening church service because we had climbed to 
the top to see the Bambury Stone at close hand - an odd place altogether and I 
wouldn't mind going back again some time. They say one can see 12 counties from 
the top. I still think we made the right decision that day - must be something 
really deeply imbedded in the unconscious. 

And there's plen� of that in this book as well - the way in which modern 
psychology, and particularly that of Jung with his concept of the "collective 
Unconscious", throws light on the reasons for many of the old witch beliefs in 
a way which is acceptable to present day readers. I would personally welcome 
a further book by Doreen Valiente on this very aspect, on the present practices 
and beliefs of witches in Britain, of their licl{S with the land and the ley 
power, and an assessment of the likely future of the Old Religion. This present 
volume, however, really does contain a wealth of useful and interesting mater- • ial, of which the above words must fail to be considered even an outline. 

- Philip Heselton. 

� OF 'l'HE G-ODS � Erich � Daniken ( Souvenir Press, £2-20) 

If gross financial reward and land acceptance of one's theories are the 
ultim�te goals of anyone working within the ethos of ancient mysteries then it 
certainly can be said that the Gods have been ldnd to Mr von Daniken. Within 
only four years he has reached sales exceeding a mammoth 4, 000, 000 in 27 
countries and has now published a new extravaganza into extraterrestrial 
artefacts. 

Daniken owes much to the late Charles Hoy Fort for his s�le and inspiration 
( read "The Book of the Damned;', "Lo!", "New Lands", "Wild Talents", "The Books 
of Charles Fort" all by Fort, and "Vharles Fort: Prophet of the Unexplained" 
by Damon Knight) and is to the archaeological mysteries what John M. :Allegro 
is to budding mycophiliacs, and indeed does not lack a certaih Learian 
quality, in that he is perhaps. more sinned against than sinning. Daniken, 
however, is always ready for attack and says with fortitude, "I have wide 
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shoulders " .  After several fecent TV appearance s he began a lec ture tour in this 
country to promote his particular view of " Erratics" ( the s c ience of fitle s s  
fac ts ) .  As an autodidactic , von Daniken doe s no t ge t my vote for although he is 
well travelled - Polyne sia ,  Eas ter I s land ,  Malaysia , Chile , Bra zil , San Aalvador , 
etc - he lacks in his writing " vision" - fantasy he has , but " vision" no . 

A clearly defined roo t  symbol of all wor ld-mys terie s ,  and one certainly no t 
ignored by von D aniken ,  is the archetypal serpent ( later dragon) and it is the 

· true identity of this enigma , that I have dis c overed af ter several years ' exten­
s ive re search . There have beer- many sub j e c tive interpre tationa , but to my know­
legge no one to date has been able to produce ob j e c tive evidence for the inter­
pre tation of the primorlr5_al s erpent/dragon . In von D aniken ' s firs t book ,  " C hariots 
of the Gods " , he wre s tles with the roo t  ¥ayan symbol , Kukulka.n ( Kukumat z  later 
Que t zlcoatl ) , and write s ( p . 125 ) " Tqe s nake is a symbol of nearly all Mayan 
buildings . That is a s tonishing , for ·one would have expec te d  a people surrounded 
by luxuriant rampant flora to leave flower motids behind on their s tone relief s 
as well . Yet the loathsome s nake c onfronts us everyvthere . rom time immemor.ial 
the snake has wound i ts way through the dus t and dir t of the ear th . Why s hould 
anyone c onceive of endowi�g it with the ability to fly? Primeval image of evil 
the s nake is condemned to crawl . How coulJ anyone worship this repulsive . creat­
ure as a god and why could it fly into tlJe bargain? " Good ques tions indeed, but 
D aniken retreats from the s e  centrally critical is sue s which doe s  no t win him my 
respe c t .  

" Gold o f  the Gods" take s u s  t o  EcUador where a complex tunnel sys tem worms for 
mile s and predates ,  c laims D aniken, the Incas by several millenia � The tunnel 
complex was fir s t  dis c overed by an Argentinian, Juan Moric z ,  who made . contact with 
ho s tile indians in Ecuador , and was later himself c ontac ted by Danike n who even­
tually was guided through tge tunnels 780f t .  below the surface . However , one must 
no t be too credulous when reading this book ,  and no t seduced by the ��doubted 
element of fantasy that it c ontains . What i s  mor e ,  the real crunch come s when 
Daniken adroi t ted recently - " I  have been inside the side �,entrance , but no t to 
see if hundreds of kilometres exis t" . 

--

At be s t  this hook is a me taphysical titillation and doe s  not convince one of 
D aniken ' s iota.lintegrity . H� is a ma!f., _,�r�o olaims to bl? �revealiilg .: a  .. .  lo s t :,t:e:ruhh,. ,  
but away from the speculative e xtravagafl z e.. , t� .. revealed t-.cuth.!of' his av n  life 
shows that he has been a convi c ted embe z zler . I may be old-world, but I think 
that if there is 'one· qualification a writer of the Mys terie s mus t have , it is 
total integri�, otherwise who knows what fantasie s  we will be asked to believe? 

And what fortune s will be earned fal se pre te nc e s . - Bill Porter . 

**** 

THE OLD STONES OF LAND ' S  END 

This book by John Michell is being published by The Elephant Pre s s , formed 
at Port Eliot,  C ornwall , under the direc torship of Kevin Reilly ,  with the 
ob ject of publiaing original works by living authors B  This edition is limited to 
only 250 c opie s ,  each signed and numbered by John . The book is being publis hed 
for s ubs cribers only , thus maintaining the fine cus tom by which important works 
are patroni s ed by those who wish to enjoy and als o  pre serve original works for 
pos terity . The size is 11i x 7�, measure s which relate to the Golden Sec tion; 
it c ontains 156 pages , and their binding , in full hand- tooled leather , has been 
undertaken enti£ely by craftsmen, and each book is c ontained in a slip case . 
Price is £20 . The s ub s cription lis t opened on June 11 . Order ofi sub s cribera and 
numbered copies' will be determined by the order in which applications are re­
ceive d .  After the edition is fully s ubs cribed applications will be returned. 


